July 1st, 2012

Hi,
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Adding to the letter of five years ago as it was also written on July 1st so I do not need to change the date. Then it was 10th anniversary of the handover; today it is the 15th. There was a ceremony at the Convention Centre earlier this morning (before I got up!). The new chief executive (CY Leung) and his 'cabinet' of advisors (called the 'executive council' and which includes for the first time Arthur Li) were also sworn in. The president of China was here to swear in the new team. (In the letter below from 2007, he was also here as that was when Donald Tsang and his team were sworn in; but the president does not come every year.) The president will leave HK shortly, well before the annual July 1st protest march gets under-way this afternoon. The protests will certainly also be directed against the new CE and the illegal structures discovered in his home on the peak. During the CE election campaign he had denied that any existed. It was the illegal basement and other illegal structures (as well as other scandals) that brought down his main competitor for CE, Henry Tang. And now they are at Leung's place. Much less serious though, for example, a covering over the car port, but illegal additions nevertheless.  The cover article of the latest Time is about CY Leung. BTW, Leung spent a lot of time in Bristol while studying to be a surveyor; that is perhaps why he speaks very British-accented English. I also see on the Time website an interview with CY Leung from back in June. If you are interested, you can access it at:

http://world.time.com/2012/06/28/qa-hong-kongs-new-leader-is-a-divisive-figure-but-aims-to-build-bridges-2/ 


The HSBC person I have contacted re the bank accounts does not really seem to know much about the procedure. So, although she has replied once, she need to find out more so there is still nothing definite to tell you at the moment.


The Singapore books are getting closer to completion. But then there will be the teachers' guides/files though these will be easier as they do not have to go through the ministry of education for approval, and also, I have done a draft of the material. Yesterday, I sent you a pdf file of the almost-completed Volume A (of 2 volumes) of the lower secondary science textbook. Did you receive it? I sent it using 'TransferBigFiles' online. The file is about 24 MB. You probably have Acrobat Reader to view pdf files. It is best to view the book two pages at a time (with the even-numbered pages on the left). Do you know how to do this? Click View → Page display → 'Two Page View'. Also, if necessary, un-click 'Show Gaps Between Pages'. 


HK has been having some hot weather. A few days ago it got up to 350C around here. A severe tropic storm passed close - over Macau - a day or so ago; the #8 signal was up for a few hours during the night. 


I heard on the radio news a few minutes ago that one second has been added to electronic clocks around the world today because the days are getting longer, partly due to a slowing down of the earth caused by the gravitational pull on the moon. 


I don't think so much about Rugby but just looked up the website. I was expecting to see the results of a test. But no, it was about Super Rugby (the old Super XIV or whatever it was called). Why it is under-way now I don't know; it usually begins earlier in the year. Perhaps the World Cup last year upset the normal schedules. 

That seems to be about it.

Cheers

July 1st, 2007

Hi,

Today is the 10th anniversary of the handover. There was a ceremony at Bauhinia Square earlier this morning attended by the president who arrived in HK on Friday. The weather has not been good since his arrival with a lot of rain. The rain also caused the cancellation of a PLA parachute display, which was to have been held on Thursday; it will be held some time in the future. (The PLA team is from the mainland and not from the HK garrison.) 

Last Sunday afternoon, I did more cleaning of the suite including the area all round the computer. This took the whole afternoon! The only areas left to do are the two cupboards below the kitchen sink but I am not in a hurry to do those. 

I have had breathing difficulties during the week but continued to do exercise. Did the same 100 minutes of skipping and a total of 10 km swimming for the week. 

Yesterday, the ABs just lost to Australia in Melbourne. So, each of the tri-nations teams now has one win. South Africa has decided to rest its key players ahead of the world cup in September and has given up on the tri-nations series so will send a second-string team to Australia and NZ for its remaining two matches. 


Nadine, have you heard about the continuing floods in Australia? In the Melbourne area, they have been having the worst floods for about 20 years with some small country villages almost completely submerged. So, having had droughts for many years, there is now so much water. 

That seems to be it for now. Not much. 

Cheers
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